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A relative caregiver who cares for a child in the custody of SRS has the choice of applying for Temporary Assistance for Families (TAF) or becoming a foster care provider.  While
the Foster Care benefit is larger than the TAF benefit, the caregiver must fulfill additional requirements.   If the child is not in the custody of SRS, the relative would only be able to
apply for TAF.  The chart below compares the eligibility criteria of these programs to allow a relative caregiver to make an informed choice:

Eligibility Criteria Temporary Assistance for Families
(TAF)

Relative Foster Care
(cares only for relatives)

Licensed Foster Care
(cares for both relatives and non-

relatives)

                 Child’s Status
Must live with a relative or legal

guardian/custodian.  Relative is not required
to have legal custody.

Must be in the custody of the Secretary of
SRS and placed with a relative

Must be in the custody of the Secretary of
SRS

Income Limit* Child’s monthly unearned income must be
less than $175

None None

Resource/Asset Limit* Child’s assets (savings, checking account,
property in child’s name) 
 must be less than $2,000

None None

Must cooperate with SRS Child
Support Enforcement (CSE) Yes Yes Yes

Must pass home inspection No Yes, but does not require licensing. Yes

Must pass KBI check No, unless child is in custody Yes Yes

Must pass check of Child
Abuse/Neglect Registry

No, unless child is in custody Yes Yes

Must complete training No No Yes

Typical cash payment for one child $175 Varies regionally, between $150 and
$540

$570

Medical Assistance provided for
child

Yes Yes Yes

Child Care Assistance provided
(if caregiver is employed)*

If income is under 185% poverty level.
Only child’s income is considered.

Must cooperate with CSE.

If income under 185% poverty level.
Both adult’s and child’s income.

Must cooperate with CSE.

Child care assistance available through the
foster care program

Food Assistance provided If household’s income under 130% of
poverty and assets less than $2,000.

If household’s income under 130% of
poverty and assets less than $2,000

If household’s income under 130% of 
poverty and assets under $2,000

*If caregivers also request TAF cash assistance for themselves, the adult’s finances must also be considered in determining eligibility for the family. 
** If minor child’s parent is in the home, parent income and resources must be considered in determining eligibility. 




