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The Kansas Governor's Commission on Autism was held Friday July 13, 2007 at the Classic Bean
in Topeka, Kansas. Members in attendance included: David Cunningham, Acting Chairperson;
Sarah Bommarito, Occupational Therapist; Shirley Erickson, parent; Mimi French, Occupational
Therapist; Jamey Kendall, KDHE representative; Rebecca Flaton-Koehler, Speech Pathologist;
Representative Judy Morrison; Dr. Matt Reese, psychologist, The Center for Child Health and
Development; Dr. Michael Wasmer, parent, Dr Carol Garrison; and SRS support person Pamela
Keller.

Dr. Michele Kilo was an invited guest.

Members were provided with a bound copy of the following items: the meeting agenda for
today; the meeting minutes from May 02, 2007; community updates; press releases; autism
home page; member contact information; and a section for notes.

I. Meeting Minutes

David will make corrections to the 05-02-07 minutes: change "Mr" to "Ms" Kendall in paragraph
two under Autism Affairs; rewrite the sequence of affairs in that paragraph; remove bullets
from section where "Ms. Coulter reports". Rebecca volunteered to record meeting
notes/minutes for this meeting. David hopes to have feedback and corrections prior to the next
meeting so that minutes can be in a final format.

Il. Dr. R. Matthew Reese, Ph.D.
A. The Center for Child Health and Development (CCHD)

Matt provided members with a letter explaining the changes for the Developmental Disabilities
Center (DDC) to the CCHD. According to the letter, the name was changed and Matt became
the new director July 01st. Matt reported they were provided seed money for a new project.
They will be taking a new direction to focus on the whole person, including medical and

dental health. The Center used to primarily focus on "early" or "at risk". They will be using the
space that was formerly used by the Autism Resource Center. The overall Director will be Debra
Kamps. John Columbus will by the Neuro Science Director. Debra has been known for her work
in peer tutoring with autism. This will be collaboration between KUMC, the Schiefelbusch



LifeSpan Institute in Lawrence, and Juniper Gardens. The DDC has been seeing 200 children a
year. The CCHD plans to do more Tele-medicine all over Kansas. They currently offer two clinics
a week.

I1l. Pamela S. Keller, LMSW

A. Autism Parent Forum

B. Autism Waiver

Three parent forums were held the last week in June in Topeka, Hays, and Wichita. The Autism
Waiver was discussed. There will be an age limit to begin at the time of diagnosis to age 5.
Parents, naturally, wanted it to extend longer, through life. There will be 25 slots initially. There
were questions about the application process which will occur between January 2" and January
11. Applications may be mailed, faxed, delivered to an SRS office or to Central office. A
computer will randomly select the 25 initial applicants and then prioritize the remaining waiting
list. Children must have a primary diagnosis of autism from a physician or Ph.D. psychologist.
There must also be functional eligibility determined by completion of the Vineland Adaptive
Behavior Scale. There will be the following services available: assessment and eligibility
determination; intensive individual supports; respite; parent support and training; family
adjustment counseling. The funding from the legislature was $300,000 with a 40/60 match. A
fiscal impact grid was provided for review and discussion

IV. Dr. Michael Wasmer
A. Task Force Update

The legislative appointments are now complete: House Speaker Neufled has appointed Rep.
Judy Morrison, R-Shawnee; Jeanie Zortman, a Dodge City parent; Dee McKee, Principal of
Heartspring School in Wichita; Dr. Kathryn Ellerbeck, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at the
Center for Child Health and Development at KUMC. House Minority Leader Dennis McKinney
appointed Rep. Melody McCray-Miller, D-Wichita; Yeyette Houfek, a parent from Hays; Dr.
Matthew Reese, psychologist from CCHD. Senate Minority Leader Antony Henley, D-Topeka,
has appointed Sen. Donald Betts, D-Wichita; Tracy Lee, teacher in Topeka Schools; Dr. Michael
Wasmer, parent from Olathe. Also appointed by the Senate President Steve Morris were Dr.
Linda Heitzman-Powell; Sen. Julia Lynn, R-Olathe; Dr. Martin Maldonado; and Nan Perrin.
Governor Sebelius appointed Sarah Bommarito, O.T., from Udall; Dr. William Craig, Leawood,
President and CEO of Lakemary Center in Paola; Denise Grasso, Weir, Director of Technology
Resources for SEK Education Service Center in Girard; and Dr. Jane Wegner, director of the
Schiefelbusch Speech-Language-Hearing-Clinic at KU.

The Chair will be Bill Craig from Lakemary. There will also be a fifth parent appointed by the
other four parents and someone appointed from the insurance commission. The focus will be
on best practices, specifically to look at insurance coverage, training of service providers, infant
toddler services, and funding.

V. Dr. Michele Kilo
A. Bi State Autism Council Findings



Michele is a Developmental Pediatrician with Children's Mercy Hospital, which is a Bi-State
Institution with satellite locations in many places throughout Kansas City, Kansas and Missouri.
They have 3 psychiatrists, 17 Ph.D psychologists (although only 1 evaluates individuals with
autism) and 6 developmental pediatrician's. They have over 300 referrals every month with

a 6 month waiting list. The Bi-State Initiative was started when TGl in Phoenix had a KC
connection and wanted to collaborate on genetic research with the hope of identifying the
gene to I.D. autism at birth. Children's Mercy backed out of this connection but later received
an NIH grant for genetic studies. They also received a small planning grant from the Morgan
Family Foundation.. This became the focus of the Autism Summit held in April of 07. Three
things became a priority: 1) a website was needed, so that services about autism could be made
available, could be accessible, and updated as they changed; 2) that there needed to be one
lead organization; 3) training was of upmost importance. Mark Shapiro was hired as a
consultant and is now writing a grant to help do the website. No decision was made to the lead
agency.

Michele then provided information about Governor Blunt's $3.9 million dollar initiatives in
Missouri to support autism. $800,000 was given to Children's Mercy; $800,000 to the
Thompson Center for Autism at MU; $800,00 to the Knights of Columbus Center at Cardinal
Glennon; $1.5 million state wide to the MRDD regional centers and $1 million to start a
specialized ABA school for autism. At Children's Mercy, the team would like to add another
Ph.D psychologist and a Post-Doc student (psychologist in training) and a Ph.D behaviorist. They
are also looking for an O.T., and SLP, and a nutritionist.

VI. Future Direction

* The group discussed the co-existence of the Autism Task Force and the Commission. The Task
Force is short-term for two years and has very specific tasks. Several Commission members are
also appointed to the Task Force and Mike has agreed to keep all Commission members
informed on a regular basis. All agreed that the Commission has to be more active, that we
have to do more than "just write a letter" once a year to the governor. The Commission

has slowly but surely had some accomplishments, the most recent, the Autism Waiver. Michele
mentioned Missouri's Blue Ribbon Panel where experts on autism have direct access to
senators to discuss the "state of autism". It was suggested that the Commission should meet
directly with the Autism Task Force as soon as the meetings are scheduled. David will contact
the Chair to arrange this. All agreed that the Commission needs a "Plan" and that our "Purpose"
needs to be clearly defined.

*Rebecca discussed the need for SLP's. There are four openings in SEK and have been for quite
some time. Others reported similar issues across the state and also need for O.T.'s. This will
greatly impact services for the autism community. Rep. Morrison suggested that this needs to
be brought to the attention of the Autism Task Force and other legislatures.

*Rebecca shared information about two DVD's available for purchase. The first, produced at
Parsons State Hospital, is Rights + Responsibilities = Respect. This DVD and handbook is



designed to explain rights and responsibilities in simple language and with visual support. A
subtitled version is now available. The DVD features self-advocates and others who

serve as narrators and actors to help individuals with disabilities understand this information.
The second, produced by Joey Travolta and created by Taylor Cross an individual with autism, is
Normal People Scare Me. A 10 minute short film and a feature-length documentary are
available with interviews of first person accounts of life with autism.

*The Commission would like to look at the Autism Home Page. It is very difficult to access.
Questions about who maintains and changes it and what information is made available to the
public.



